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while a captive in the Isle of Wight. All depended, however,
upon Monck, and, after hesitation—whether real or feigned, it
is hard to say—he let it be known that he favoured the admis-
sion of all peers, whatever their intentions, and the retention in
the commons of even the royalists who had secured election.
This was decisive, and Monck no longer delayed to transmit to
the two houses the letters and the Declaration of Breda which
the king had sent him. The lords wasted no time in voting
that 'according to the ancient and fundamental laws of this
kingdom, the government is, and ought to be, by king, lords,
and commons'; and the commons promptly agreed.1 A week
later, both houses concurred in the form of proclamation to be
used. Its most noteworthy feature was that it emphasized that
Charles II, immediately upon the decease of his father, had
succeeded, cby inherent birthright, and lawful and undoubted
succession'.2 Forthwith commissioners were chosen from both
houses to attend the king, acquaint him with his proclamation
and the great joy and enthusiasm that were accorded it, and
beg him to make a speedy return to his parliament and to the
exercise of his kingly functions.
Charles accepted the invitation to come back to England,
and was everywhere greeted with the warmest acclamations.
He is alleged to have made the sardonic comment that it must
have been his own fault that he had been absent so long, for
all he saw protested that they ever wished for his return.3
The feelings that animated many royalists when they witnessed
Charles's entry into London were well expressed by the diarist,
John Evelyn:
CI stood in the Strand and beheld it, and blessed God. And all
this was done without one drop of blood shed, and by that very
army which rebelled against him: but it was the Lord's doing, for
such a restoration was never mentioned in any history, ancient or
modern, since the return of the Jews from their Babylonish captivity;
nor so joyful a day and so bright ever seen in this nation, this happen-
ing when to expect or effect it was past all human policy*.4
Evelyn was right in describing the Restoration as unprece-
dented, inasmuch as it was brought about by an army raised
to fight, first against Charles I and then Charles II. That an
1 Commons* Journals, viii. 8.	a Ibid., pp. 16-17.
3	Laurence Echard, History of England (1720), ii. 909.
4	Evelyn, Diary, 29 May 1660,
3720.9	S

